
Issue 9 January 27, 2012

A biweekly 
communication 
for the parents, 

students, and 
friends of 

Saint Joseph’s Episcopal School 

AnnouncementsMessage from the Head of School, Tami Pleasanton School
Pictures

Last Chance!

Time has almost run out! Log on and view 
your student's school pictures. Use this link 
to see the photos:    
http://mosaicproductionsinc.zenfolio.com 
(The password is jaguar.) Use the photo or-
der form to purchase school pictures. (An 
order form can be found on Page 8 of  Con-
nections, in the Main Office, or at the ECA 
front desk.)

Please contact Carol Cunningham directly 
with any questions  about the ordering pro-
cess: cjcunningham@bellsouth.net or 561-
543-7932. 

Don't miss out on
these keepsakes forever.

Greetings!

Happy New Year and welcome back! It is 
so great to see all of  your smiling faces 
back on campus. I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Christmas break and are geared 
up to finish the second half  of  the school 
year with a bang! Students studied and 
worked hard to complete their mid-term 
exams this week. We appreciate all the 
work our parents do at home to help chil-
dren prepare for these exams. A rested, 
confident, and happy child is one who will 
not only do well but will not fear the test 
taking experience.  

On Monday, January 16th, we paid tribute to 
a celebrated civic leader in the observance 
of  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. As one of  
very few schools in session, we take great 
pride in using it as an opportunity to teach 
our students the history and importance of  
Dr. King’s stamp on world history. 

Our Parent Organization is busily plan-
ning for LAPS again this year under the 
direction of  chairperson Jennifer Pi-
sciotto! This is sure to be another fun 
fitness event while raising dollars for the 
Parent Organization’s efforts on campus. 
Please join us if  you are available on Fri-
day, January 27th for LAPS; we are looking 

forward to a great event!  

Our State of  the School meeting is 
planned for the evening of  January 27th in 
the Library. Stay tuned for more details via 
e-mail regarding this meeting.

On Friday, February 3rd, we invite you to join us 
in Chapel for the Distinction/High Distinction 
award ceremony for the first semester. 

A week later, on February 10th, the De-
velopment Team and Parent Organiza-
tion hope that you are able to join them 
at the Faculty vs. Staff  soccer game and 
afterwards at the dinner in the gymna-
sium. Also at the event, our top producing 
LAPS students will be given the oppor-
tunity to sink their favorite teacher in the 
ever-popular dunk tank! It’s an event not 
to be missed and more information can be 
found in this edition of  Connections.

On February 13th at 6 p.m., I invite all 
Fourth and Fifth Grade parents to attend 
a parent forum to address your questions 
about your child transitioning to Middle 
School. We will also present information 
on Middle School curriculum, activities, 
programs, and more. We look forward to 
making this a productive meeting for all 
Fourth and Fifth Grade parents.
Continued on page 2.

Operation Warm & Fuzzy
The PO and Fifth Grade thank you for sup-
porting Operation Warm & Fuzzy. We col-
lected 170 articles of  clothing, including over 
90 jackets/sweaters, 20 jeans/pants, gloves, 
hats, long underwear, socks, scarves, and 
boots, to recycle locally! All donations went 
to support children at Barton Elementary and 
Heritage Elementary Schools in Lake Worth, 
whose students are in need of  winter cloth-
ing. Thank you again for your generosity!

Denim Delights
by Cathy Nevad & Janet Sanchez

Faculty & Staff  Annual Fund Committee

Our Faculty and Staff  kicked off  the New 
Year with a “Denim Day”. While enjoying a 
day of  comfort in our favorite jeans we col-
lected $130.00 to bring our total to $565.00 
for “Annual Fund”! 

Join Us
Friday, February 10th, 2012 at 5:00 p.m.

for our
Second Annual Faculty/Student Soccer Game 

Dinner to follow in the gym (adults $10, children $5)

RSVP to Janet Sanchez at 732-2045.
Please see flyer on page 10 for more details.

http://mosaicproductionsinc.zenfolio.com/
mailto:cjcunningham@bellsouth.net
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Chaplain’s Corner

Mary Aperavich is busy touring new 
families on our main campus and at the 
Early Childhood Academy. As parents 
at our school, you are our ambassadors 
in the community, and we rely on your 
good words to encourage others to 
learn more about Saint Joseph’s. If  you 
have anyone you would suggest Mary 
contact, please do not hesitate to email 
her at maperavich@sjsonline.org. Also 
remember that our SJES referral pro-
gram has been a great success through-
out the years and is again being offered 
for 2012-13. For more information, 
please contact Mary.

As always, please feel free to call me 
with any questions, comments, or con-
cerns at 561-704-7714.

Be well, Tami

Continued from page 1.

Head of School Message

Do Parents Demonstrate “Integrity”?
The Christmas issue of  Connections car-
ried the traditional small blue box entitled 
SJES Builds Character. The key word 
for this final issue of  2011 was integrity, 
a noun with a definition of  “the quality 
of  being honest and having strong moral 
principles; moral uprightness.” As I reflect 
on that final statement, the question that 
surfaces is how do we as parents teach 
and demonstrate integrity for our chil-
dren? How are we being honest with our-
selves and true to our God, our beliefs, 
and what is right, appropriate, and best 
for the greater good? It is a given that our 
integrity is seen in actions that are consis-

tent with our words. Children from a very 
young age instinctively know that it is our 
actions that speak louder and make the 
greater and longer lasting impression. So, 
what do our children see in our actions? 
Are we providing them with a strong 
model of  honesty, kindness, goodness, 
and moral uprightness? The community 
of  believers, the Church, and the saints 
provide rich examples and illustrations 
of  the life God has desired of  all of  his 
creatures since the beginning of  time. May 
those who have the eyes and ears of  faith 
truly “see and hear” and be transformed 
by the love and grace of  God as we live 
out our faith in supporting and minister-
ing to one another.

Blessings for this new year and always,
Father William+

World’s First Hybrid Shark
by Andrew Wideroff

Last week, the Middle School students 
learned about an interesting discovery in 
the world of  sharks. We see many types of  
hybrid animals today, such as mules; how-
ever, this is the first documented version of  
a hybrid shark. Although this shark might 
appear to be a typical black-tip, it is actually 
a cross between the common black-tip and 
the Australian black-tip. Students also came 
up with several possibilities as to why these 
two shark species were crossbreeding. 

Building Study Skills
by Kyle Aubrey

This semester, due to exams, Fifth Grade is 
working more than usual to develop strong 
study skills. Do you know what is helping 
us do so? An interactive toolkit workbook 
co-written by our very own Mrs. Pleasanton! 
Every Tuesday, Fifth Graders are examin-
ing different ways to study, take notes, use 
time effectively, and manage stress, among 
other things. Students have already learned 
what type of  learner they are—visual, audi-
tory, or kinesthetic—through questionnaires, 
and they have also taken the Multiple Intel-
ligence survey. This has been an eye-opening 
experience for us all, and we look forward 
to learning more about the important tech-
nique of  studying.

Powerful Presentations
by Dennis Hill

The Seventh Grade completed their Power-
Point presentations that were very well done. 
Kylee’s presentation was on the capital city of  
the Aztecs, Tenochtitlan. This presentation 
showed a variety of  slides dealing with the 
Aztec pyramids. Pedro presented the adven-
tures of  Marco Polo showing many aspects 
of  his travels. Each student in the class did a 
wonderful job in researching and presenting 
their project. I am very proud of  this class.

International Class
by Jane Gerlich

Second Grade recently welcomed two inter-
national students to our class. Oliver is visit-
ing from Slovakia, and Mike is visiting from 
Sweden, but was born in South Africa. In our 
Social Studies lessons, we have located these 
three countries on a map and discussed their 
location in relation to Florida. In our daily 
Calendar Math lessons, we have been track-
ing the weather in these three countries. We 
are thankful they are a part of  our class and 
look forward to more visits in the future.  

Sing Us a Song, 
You’re the Piano Man

by Eric Keiper

In Lower School Music classes, we are 
working on part-singing by learning rounds 
and splitting into parts. We started with 
“Row, Row, Row Your Boat” and have been 
progressing to more difficult rounds, even 
rounds in foreign languages. We also are 
conducting classes in our Piano Lab where 
every student will be learning the basics of  
the piano on one of  our 22 electronic key-
boards. We will be spending the next several 
weeks in the Piano Lab learning how to play. 
All of  our students seem excited about this 
opportunity, and they have been enthusiasti-
cally working to build their musical skill and 
knowledge.

mailto:maperavich@sjsonline.org
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Answers: 1)sun higher; 2)pigtail moved; 3)foliage changed by girl; 4)girl arm tilted; 5)
cone gone; 6)boy arm behind girl; 7)leg behind cone; 8)flower flopped; 9)girl leg tilted

January 27, 2012

Snow Way!
by Audrey MacPhee

Yes, it is true. On December 22, 2011, 
it snowed at Saint Joseph’s Episcopal 
School. Did you see the snowflakes? For 
students who were not able to go north 
to enjoy a white Christmas, they certainly 
got a taste of  one in our Science lab just 
before Christmas break. Fourth Graders 
made snow. The students discovered ev-
erything they ever wanted to know about 
snow through hands-on experiences with 
Dr. Scott.  We experienced the beauty of  
snow, the cold temperature of  snow, the 
excitement of  snow, but most of  all, we 
learned that each and every snowflake is 
uniquely designed. Next Christmas, if  you 
are not able to go north for Christmas, ask 
a Fourth Grader how to make snow.

Dr. King’s Literary Devices
by Sebastian Fox

On Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the Mid-
dle School students had the opportunity to 
experience the famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech. By listening to the original audio from 
1963 and following the corresponding text, 
the English students learned about several 
important literary devices through Dr. King’s 
words. The speech proved to be an excellent 
platform for exploring the importance of  
similes, metaphors, and personification. What 
a unique and wonderful experience!

Wiggly Wednesday
by Stephanie Ream

Kindergarten had fun this week learning 
about how animals adapt in their environ-
ment. We had special guests for our Sci-
ence experiment - WORMS. They were fat, 
slimy, and very wiggly. Ryan’s and Grace’s 
worms had minds of  their own! We 
placed each worm on a piece of  black and 
white paper. The worms all wiggled and 
squirmed to the black side because black 
holds more heat. This is the worm’s way 
of  adapting and staying safe! After class, 
we set them free in the garden. 

Science is touching, exploring, and observing.

SJES Builds Character:
optimism |'äptə,mizəm|
noun
1. hopefulness and confidence 
about the future or the successful 
outcome of something

We’re Mind Jogging in Algebra
by Kathy Reese

Upon walking into Algebra class, the students 
see the TV cart and know we are about to play 
Mind Jogger. Students break up into teams 
and get their score sheets ready. Who knew 
these Algebra students could be so competi-
tive? This may be a fun game of  math facts, 
but it’s a serious test review and a chance for 
students to earn extra credit. Ready, set, go! 
What is the solution of  the system of  equa-
tions 2x + 5y = 16 and 5x – 2y = 11?
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Exciting Changes
by Heather Lavin and Mary Aperavich

Aiden walks down the hallway at the ECA 
holding his father’s hand. He has a bubbly, 
excited feeling in his stomach; he wants 
to run home but does not want to miss 
what is ahead of  him. He cannot speak 
because he is so scared and anxious. He 
walks through the door to his new class-
room with his father and is met by a shirt, 
a Saint Joseph’s shirt. He hears his father 
say, “He is a little bit nervous; will he be al-
right?” The next thing Aiden knows is that 
the shirt has become Miss Heather with a 
smile, whispering in his ear, “Don’t worry, 
Aiden. I’m a bit scared; it’s my first day, 
too. Let’s help each other out.”

The start of  the year brings excitement, 
change, and transition. It’s normal for 
young children to be both excited and 
fearful about the idea of  going to another 
classroom. On the one hand, moving up is 
what the “big kids” do, and it is a mark of  
children’s advancement. Moving up repre-
sents a big unknown, which can be fright-
ening to some children who have grown 
attached to their current teacher. Children 
can be helped to mentally and emotionally 
prepare for this transition to school by talk-
ing about what to expect in their next en-
vironment. Visiting the class and meeting 
the teacher ahead of  time can also make 

it less traumatic for everyone. No matter 
what preparation occurs, it is normal for 
both children and parents to cry a little bit 
on the first day or two. Our transition pro-
cess is designed to build trust between the 
children, their teachers, and their parents. 
Our focus on trust builds community. Ev-
eryone helps everyone in order to provide 
an environment where our children can re-
lax, observe, learn, and grow.

The ROAR Store
Go to the school website: www.sjsonline.org
Then click on The Roar Store icon.

See products in the showcase at bottom of the 
gym stairs.

Orders should be submitted to Jenn Collins jcollins@sjsonline.org through the school office.

Making Great Strides
Through Living Green  

I recently had a friend tell me about a 
child she saw in Publix who was wear-
ing a SJES Live Green t-shirt. “That shirt 
is so cool,” she said. “My kids asked if  
we could get a shirt like that for their 
school.” I loved to hear these remarks 
from my friend! Being “green” is cool 
and so is St. Joe’s!

We have so much to celebrate as a school 
that encourages a culture of  sustainabili-
ty. Through our green initiatives, we have 
accomplished a greater sense of  aware-
ness both within and outside of  our 
school community. One way we are ex-
panding our ability to create awareness is 
through our new SJES Live Green Face-
book Group page. We welcome families 
and friends from St. Joe’s to become a 
member on our FB Group to share 
important “green” ideas, information, 
suggestions, photos, and best practices 
exhibited by others who share the com-
mon goal of  “living green”. If  you are 
interested in joining this group, please 
log on to your Facebook account. In the 
search bar, enter “SJES Live Green” and 
click on the icon that reads “Ask to join 
group”. Once your request is approved, 
you will have access to share in this pri-
vate group setting.

Our most recent “green” activity brought 
in an enormous amount of  exposure and 
awareness to our school and local com-
munity. Many thanks to the relentless vol-
unteers who spearheaded this year’s an-
nual LAPS on Friday, January 27th! We are 
grateful to them for their efforts to pro-
mote a healthy and fit lifestyle for all our 
students. We also owe a debt of  gratitude 
to the City of  Boynton Beach Vice Mayor 
Bill Orlove for acting as our LAPS Master 
of  Ceremonies. Vice Mayor Orlove did a 
wonderful job inspiring our students with 
his commitment to living healthy by shar-
ing his message of  nutrition, health, and 
fitness with our school community.

We are excited to embark on our next 
“green” initiative which will take us be-
yond our school walls to repair, regener-
ate, and rebuild our Saint Joseph’s garden. 
Next week, our Sixth Grade students will 
weed, plow, and till the garden to prepare 
for planting. If  you would like to assist 
and support our students in this endeavor, 
we are looking for donations in the form 
of  seeds, rakes, plows, small shovels, fer-
tilizer, etc. If  you are able to help in this 
way, please call Michelle Donahue at (561) 
573-9269.

Thanks for your support of  Saint Joseph’s.

Live Green!!
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Parent Organization ... making a differencePO
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Preparing for the Future with 
Saint Joseph’s Episcopal School

by Rosalind Murray-Port
 (rosalindmrry@yahoo.com) 

It’s not too early to think about college. 
Yes, I said it. Where else but Saint Joseph’s 
would a First Grade child come home and 
confirm his college selection? The conver-
sation went something like this, “Mom, I 
know where I am going to elementary and 
middle school, and I know where I am go-
ing to college. I plan to be a Gator. What 
high school will I attend?” I did not have 
an answer to that question, but it started 
me thinking. I patiently explained what it 
took to become a Gator: you need more 
than just good grades. What is needed are 
exemplary extracurricular activities, sports, 
and something else that showcases your 
talents. He declared, “Okay, piano; I guess 

I have to keep up with my music.” The 
point is he understood in First Grade 
that he must prepare for his future. He is 
learning to play the game of  life at our 
great school. It is a game of  high expecta-
tions coupled with parental involvement 
and great teachers. What more can we ask 
for from a great school? Saint Joseph’s 
has great resources to help parents and 
children prepare for the game of  life. 
Sometimes it will be tough love, and other 
times it will be lots of  love. In the end, it 
is part preparation and part perspiration. 
In the upcoming weeks, many resources 
will be offered for parents. Please check 
the emails and calendar to stay abreast of  
great activities from LAPS to the State 
of  School event to parenting classes. In 
other words, the support is here for you as 
a parent to prepare for each step along the 
way. All I can say is fasten your seat belts; 
we are in for a fun ride!

Water Treatment Wonders
by Christine Beck

Have you ever wondered what happens to 
used water after it goes down the drain? 
Third Graders learned all about wastewater 
treatment when they visited the South Cen-
tral Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant in 
Delray Beach on Friday, January 20th. As part 
of  the tour of  the facility, students were able 
to see what happened to water from the time 
it entered the plant dirty and dangerous to 
the time it left cleaned and sanitized through 
biological and chemical processes. Students 
learned that currently 50% of  Florida’s 
drinking water is used for irrigation. By using 
reclaimed, treated water, we save millions of  
gallons of  drinking water each year. Students 
also learned that this wastewater treatment 
plant sells the leftovers from the process to 
a facility that pelletizes it for use as fertilizer. 
Places that use reclaimed water for irrigation 
display a small purple sign along the road-
side. See how many “Reclaimed Water” signs 
you can find on your way to school!

PK has the “Write” Stuff
by Cathy Nevad and Philomena Smith

We have been building our handwriting skills 
throughout the year through the use of  trac-
ing papers. We have really enjoyed bringing 
spiders to their webs, teeth to their tooth-
brushes, and hammers to their nails! We 
progressed from using crayons for our seat 
work to using pencils. Now, we are ready for 
our formal handwriting curriculum, “Hand-
writing Without Tears.” This wonderful 
program is a child-friendly, developmental-
ly-appropriate curriculum that will help us 
hone language proficiency, social skills, fine 
motor control, color and shape awareness, 
and number and letter recognition. We are 
so excited to be taking this next big step!

It’s a Reading Celebration!
by Jennifer Williams

Mark your calendars for the week of  Febru-
ary 13-17, 2012. Our school will be hosting 
its annual Book Fair. There will be a won-
derful choice of  titles for all ages provided by 
Scholastic Publishers. Our fair will be set up 
in the room adjacent to the Library in order 
to accommodate the wide selection. Read ev-
ery day to nurture the love of  literature in our 
students and make them life-long readers.

Growing Amazing Spheres
by Abby Nevad and Tracey DeFrances

The Junior Kindergarten class had a great 
time with their latest Science project: amaz-
ing spheres. The class was given two groups 
of  beads that absorb water or appear to 
“grow” up to 300 times their size. Then the 
students were asked to classify and catego-
rize the beads by color and size. We asked 
them, “How are the beads alike and how are 
they different?” The first group consisted 
of  small, colorful beads. The second group 
contained larger, clear-colored beads. The 
students were then asked to guess (hypoth-
esize) which group of  spheres would grow 

the largest in the fastest time. After observ-
ing the spheres at hourly intervals, the class 
concluded the larger (clear) spheres grew the 
fastest. By exposing students to the wonders 
of  science at an early age, we hope to foster 
a curiosity of  the world.

mailto:Rosalindmrry@yahoo.com
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Hit the Cat with the Bat!
by Becky Cleveland

Are you serious? That sounds cruel to hit the 
cat with a bat. Only kidding, and just rhym-
ing in our Kindergarten and First Grade 
Drama classes. It was so much fun to have 
the students come up with silly words that 
rhyme and recite for the class. When you 
are having fun, you do not get nervous per-
forming. Second and Third Grade took it a 
step further and not only performed Readers 
Theater, but created their own skits for the 
presentation. It is amazing the creativity and 
talent the lower school students have. Lower 
School Drama is full of  fantastic surprises! 
I have found out this week to keep my cat 
away from my bat. Meow!

and Brownies
Jr. Girl Scouts

The Junior Girl Scouts and Brownies 
would like to remind everyone that our 
annual Girl Scout Cookie Sale is going on 
now! Cookies are $4.00 per box. We have 
all your favorites: Thin Mints, Samoas, 
Do-Si-Dos, Tagalongs, Trefoils, Lemon, 
Thank-You-Berry-Much, and Dulce de 
Leche. Please see any Girl Scout or Brown-
ie, or contact Troop Leaders Tracee Sama 
(tnsama@comcast.net) or Debbie McLay 
(deborahd767@yahoo.com). Scratch-n-sniff Thin Mint

You know you want one! Many thanks to the core committee 
who made LAPS such a spectacular 
event: Jennifer Pisciotto, Aline La-
Bar, Chelsea Felstead, Jill Gioeli, 
Kelly DuBois, Lissette Shahrabani, 
Mackenzie DeFoe, Michelle DeRo-
gatis, Alexis Pugliese, Stacey Dow-
dle, and Tammy Rayfield. 

Hats off  to our fantastic volunteer soc-
cer coaches, Mr. Ken Fellowes and 
Mr. Jim Matheson, for their tireless 
efforts and the generous time they con-
tribute to both the boys’ and girls’ soc-
cer teams. We are blessed to have their 
skill and knowledge of  the game to 
share with our students.  

Thank you to the parent drivers on the 
Third Grade field trip to the South 
Central Regional Wastewater Treatment 
Plant: Mrs. Fawcett, Mrs. Hollison, 
Mrs. Patrick, Mrs. McLay, Mrs. Bro-
da, and Mr. Valashinas.

Balance Beam
by Eric Keiper

In Physical Education classes, we have re-
cently been spending time on exercises that 
help to enhance balance and strength. We 
have used a 2 x 4 beam placed on the floor 
to give students the effect of  walking on a 
balance beam without having the added dan-
ger of  height. Students in our lower school 
have learned to walk heel-to-toe forward 
and backward on the beam. Additionally, 
we have used the same beam for exercises 
to stretch and strengthen the calf  muscles. 
Try placing the balls of  your feet on a beam 
a couple of  inches high and stand on your 
tip toes for five seconds. This motion helps 
with balance and builds strong calf  muscles. 
 

Secret Ballot
by Mrs. Fellowes and Mrs. Neal

Excitement was in the air as each First Grad-
er took his/her place at the desk to circle his/
her chosen candidate for the President of  
First Grade Social Studies. Who will it be? 
Let’s think, the Blue Flower promised us great 
things, but could he really keep the promises? 
The candidate, Orange Flower, made super 
promises, but could he keep his promises, as 
well? With much debate as the flower candi-
dates went back and forth, both of  the First 
Grade classes nominated President Orange 
Flower! With help from our flowery candi-
dates, First Grade learned about the voting 
process and what it takes to be a good leader. 

Scripture Speaks to Daily Life
by Father William Stomski

The question was posed to the Seventh 
Grade class, “What is the difference be-
tween Apostles and Disciples?” This led to 
stimulating discussion in realizing that the 
Apostles were the original followers called 
directly by Jesus, and they lived and traveled 
with him during his three years of  ministry. 
Disciples are all baptized believers through-
out time who have followed Jesus as their 
Lord. Apostles are disciples, but all disciples 
are not apostles! This fact offers some insight 
into to why the Apostles had difficulty with 
Paul, formerly Saul of  Tarsus, who reached 
out to the Gentile world for conversion, call-
ing himself  an “apostle.” He had not physi-
cally walked and ministered with Jesus when 
he lived. The class continues to examine what 
it means to be a disciple and what took place 
in the lives of  the twelve Apostles. Their 
witness, their work and ministries, and their 
sacrificial giving speak loudly about their pe-
riod of  history, but more importantly, dem-
onstrated how they met the challenges of  life 
with faith and the grace of  God.

Court is in Session
by Eric Keiper

In Boys’ Sports we began our Basketball 
season under the direction of  our new bas-
ketball coach, George Mead. Coach Mead 
played basketball for the infamous Coach 
Bobby Knight and coached and refereed 
basketball in his home state of  Ohio for 
over 20 years. He has had many champion-
ship teams and brings a new energy and ex-
citement to the game to St. Joe’s. We are so 
blessed to have him on our sidelines on the 
basketball court. 
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I LOVE MY

B’s !

Pop-Pop

Yearbook Tributes
for Grandparents

Grandparents' Day is around the corner 
- February 17th. Appointments may be 
scheduled ahead of  time to have your 
photo taken with your grandchild(ren) 
for a tribute in the Yearbook. See more 
information and order form on page 9.

93

Wishing ourKylee & Emma Ring, and Madison Frost, continued successand joyat Saint Joseph's.
All our loveand affection,Grammy & Poppie

Dan and Sue Tauriello

May Godbless and
protect

thechildren.
Lee & AliceLevenson

Grandparents of Nathan Levenson (7th Grade)

Dylan and Lily,We are so proud of you.Mommy, Daddy & Poppalove you very much!

Taylor& Ben,We are proudof youalways!Love from Mom, Dad, & Grandma
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Girls Gone Wild 
by Becky Cleveland

When we say “Girls Gone Wild”, we are 
referring to the Fifth Grade girls. They 
have the option of  not playing sports this 
year, and every single one of  them chose 
to play soccer! That is worth a WOW and 
a YIKES, mainly because most of  them 
had never played soccer and using their feet 
was something you did when you got your 
toes painted. The WOW is for the dedica-
tion to learning the sport and the diehard 
attitude of  never quitting until the final 
whistle blows. This week was our first game, 
and although we lost on the scoreboard, we 

Artists Study Georgia O’Keeffe
by Jacqueline Jacobs

Fourth Graders learned about the parts of  
a flower and have started a close up drawing 
inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe. We viewed and 
discussed O’Keeffe’s work and her use of  col-
or and shading to show form. Students noted 
the way she zooms in on flowers to give them 
importance. Vocabulary for the project in-
cludes words like abstract, monumental, crop, 
and value. Students are also studying the color 
wheel to choose analogous colors. 

Happy New Year, and thank you, parents, for 
the wonderful holiday gifts and for the gener-
ous Simon gift card. It is greatly appreciated!

       
Box Tops for Education® 
Classroom Competition 

 
Let the competition begin! Who will be the winning class? 

 
We are on target to raise the most money through Box Tops for Education® that Saint 
Joseph’s Episcopal School has ever raised! Our goal of $1000 is within reach, and we owe 
that to all of your efforts! 
 

Box Tops for Education® is searching for the Jaguar class with the most SPIRIT! 
 

COMPETITION BEGINS FEBRUARY 1, 2012! 
 

What is the contest?  Let’s see which class has the most Jaguar spirit! This is a team 
challenge amongst the classes. 
 
How is this contest taking place?  Collect Box Tops for Education® to be contributed to 
the class tally. The class with 100% participation and that collects the most Box Tops wins! 
Teachers have been encouraged to incorporate this competition into their daily lessons and 
allow children to develop a strategy, calculate the number of Box Tops collected, and cheer 
one another on. 
 
When will the competition take place?  The contest will run through the month of 
February. Classes are encouraged to strategize and support one another. Operate as a 
team and see who can collect the most Box Tops! 
 
What will the winning class receive?  The winning class will receive a pizza party paid for 
by the Parents Organization to celebrate their victory and, of course, BRAGGING RIGHTS! 
 
Remember, though, 100% participation is necessary to win, as well as collecting the 
most Box Tops for Education®. It doesn’t necessarily matter that one individual collects the 
most Box Tops. What matters is that every child in every class collects at least one. 
 
For every Box Top for Education® collected, 10 cents is contributed back to Saint 
Joseph’s Episcopal School. The money earned is used to purchase new equipment 
and fund projects for our school through the Parents Organization. We thank you for 
your support! If you would like more information on the Box Tops for Education® 
program, you can find it at www.boxtops4education.com. 

Chanting in Spanish
by Mayra I. Arroyo

I am always trying to find innovative and fun 
ways to help my students learn new Spanish 
words. I did some research about chanting 
and thought I would give it a try with the 
Second Grade class. It was an instant hit! 
When chanting, you naturally pronunciate 
at a slower pace – almost like singing. This 
gave the students more time to reflect on 
the words. By speaking the sounds out loud 
and slowly, it also helped them become more 
familiar with the correct articulation. It was 
fun…and very relaxing.

gained so much positive insight for our next 
team practice. When three coaches (Cleve-
land, Fellowes, and Matheson) leave the 
field after a loss with girls smiling and look-
ing forward to more “soccer”, all we can say 
to these Fifth Grade girls is WOW! 
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Please print and use to order School Pictures. Forms are also in school office.January 27, 2012
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Grandparents’ ORDER FORM 
Yearbook Ads, Tributes, and Dedications 

 
 
Your name___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number__________________   E-mail______________________ 
 

Option 1 - Patron Area (no photo): ($25) 
Indicate below the EXACT wording you would like for your “one-liner”. Please 
note specifically how you want your grandchild’s name indicated and how you 
want it signed. (There will be no photo included with this.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Option 2 - Tribute/Ad: 
Indicate below the size, exact wording (including names), layout suggestions, 
or design requests. Schedule a photo to be taken with your grandchild(ren) 
on Grandparents’ Day (February 17th), or attach a high resolution photo. 
Digital submissions may be emailed to: cjcunningham@sjsonline.org. 
 
____1/8 page ($70) 
____1/4 page ($135) 
____1/2 page ($260) 
____Full page ($500) 
 
 
 
Make checks payable to: 
Saint Joseph’s Episcopal School 
3300 S. Seacrest Blvd. 
Boynton Beach, FL 33435 
 

8:00am: Students Arrive to School  
 
8:30am: Grandparents Arrive to Classrooms 
 
8:30am—9:45am: Morning Program 

 Registration, nametags, and schedule 
 Welcome by teacher and students 
 Refreshments 
 Class Activity or Program 
 Library—Book Fair 
 Campus Tours 
 Yearbook Ad photos 

 
10:00am – 10:30am: Gymnasium 

 Drama Preview Performance 
 
10:45am – 11:30am: Chapel 

 Prayer Service 
 Blessing of the Grandparents 

 
11:30am – 12:00pm: Dismissal 

 Yearbook Ad Photos in Swaney Courtyard

Saint Joseph’s Episcopal School Saint Joseph’s Episcopal School   
Grandparents’ Day AgendaGrandparents’ Day Agenda  
Friday, February 17, 2012Friday, February 17, 2012  
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January 2012 As of January 27, 2011



February 2012 As of January 27, 2011
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